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Background
Refuge opened the world’s first refuge in Chiswick in 1971 and is now the country’s largest single provider of domestic violence services - a national ‘lifeline’ for up to 80,000 women and children every year.  
 
Refuge provides safe, emergency accommodation through a growing network of refuges and offers: services for children; individual and group counselling for abused women; an independent domestic violence advocacy service; and community based outreach services for women, including specialist services for minority ethnic women. Refuge also operates the Free Phone 24 hour National Domestic Violence Helpline in partnership with Women’s Aid.
 
Refuge is committed to a world where domestic violence is not tolerated or ignored and where women and children can live in safety. In order to achieve our vision we undertake an integrated approach to:
 
· Provide high quality services to women and children exposed to domestic violence
· Prevent domestic violence through national award-winning communications campaigns, policy, training and research
· Protect women and children exposed to domestic violence through lobbying for appropriate legislation and developing best practice approaches to meet their needs
 
As a service organisation, Refuge’s strength is the ability to ensure that the voices of the women and children that we support each year are heard in national decision-making processes.
 
Background 
Refuge welcomes the independent review of the primary school curriculum and responded to the call for evidence in April 2008. Within its written evidence, Refuge specifically focused on the issue of domestic violence and how this can negatively impact children’s personal development.
Response to interim review report

Refuge is delighted to see that the interim review report recognises that the curriculum must help children to acquire a range of personal, social and emotional attributes essential to their health and wellbeing. In particular, Refuge is pleased to see that two of the ‘top ten’ views of what a re-designed primary curriculum should achieve include: sufficient time for teaching Personal, Social and Emotional (PSE) capabilities such as building relationships and conflict resolution (3); and developing empathy, respect and tolerance (8). 
Refuge agrees with the report’s conclusion that personal development has been subject to piecemeal treatment and believes that this is because PSHE has not been a compulsory part of the school curriculum. Refuge welcomes the recent decision to make PSHE a statutory subject and looks forward to contributing to the programme of work that Alasdair MacDonald is undertaking to take this forward. 
In addition, Refuge agrees that the knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes that can be taught via PSHE can also be seen as ‘organisers’ of curricular content and form the basis of cross–curricular study. For instance, teaching that addresses student’s attitudes will only work on an ongoing basis, otherwise the impact of teaching will be short-lived. 
In relation to tackling gender based issues such as violence and inequality, learning can be integrated into lessons such as circle time, drama and English and potentially other areas of the curriculum such as citizenship education, history, economics, maths and geography. Furthermore, an evaluation undertaken by the organisation Womankind found that the impact of its programme of gender based work was greater when teachers were skilled in using participatory teaching methods such as discussion, drama, film and visual methods.

Again, as the interim report notes, the way that young children are treated and the examples that they are set by their peers and adults are almost certainly the strongest influences on how they will treat others and develop respect for themselves. This means that it is important for schools to reinforce learning in the classroom and avoid sending mixed messages by adopting a ‘whole school’ approach to tackling issues such as gender violence and inequality. Indeed the gender equality duty emphasises how schools should be at the forefront of promoting gender equality across all aspects of school life, shaping the values and attitudes of young people by challenging gender based harassment, bullying and violence.
Refuge is therefore supportive of recommendation nine within the interim report which refers to the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) strengthening provision for personal development through building a framework (based on the successful Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning programme) for the personal skills and attitudes that all children should develop throughout their schooling. Refuge would be delighted to contribute to this process. 
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