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Background
Refuge opened the world’s first refuge in Chiswick in 1971 and is now the country’s largest single provider of domestic violence services - a national ‘lifeline’ for up to 80,000 women and children every year.  
 
Refuge provides safe, emergency accommodation through a growing network of refuges and also offers: services for children; individual and group counselling for abused women; an independent domestic violence advocacy service; floating support and community based outreach services (including specialist services for South Asian, African-Caribbean and East European women). In addition, Refuge operates the Free Phone 24 hour National Domestic Violence Helpline in partnership with Women’s Aid.
 
Refuge is committed to a world where domestic violence is not tolerated or ignored and where women and children can live in safety. In order to achieve our vision we undertake an integrated approach to:
 

1 Provide high quality services to women and children exposed to domestic violence

2 Prevent domestic violence through primary and public education 

3 Protect women and children exposed to domestic violence by ensuring that the law works to protects them
 
As a service organisation, Refuge’s strength is the ability to ensure that the voices of the women and children that we support each year are heard in national decision-making processes.
 
Response to the consultations’ recommendations
Refuge welcomes the Government’s public consultation on curriculum reform. We have consistently called for Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education to become a statutory part of the National Curriculum and strongly agree that this should happen by September 2011 in both primary and secondary phases.

Refuge shares the Government’s view that PSHE is central to children and young people’s wellbeing and personal development. In particular, we agree that young people have an ‘entitlement’ to a common core of knowledge, skills and understanding in PSHE education. Therefore we disagree that parents should continue to be allowed to withdraw their children from the sex and relationships education (SRE) aspect of PSHE education. 

Refuge further believes that the ‘how’ is important when it comes to educating children and young people in PSHE. As a consequence, Refuge also disagrees with the recommendation that governing bodies should retain the right to determine their school’s approach to SRE so that it is line with the context, values and ethos of the school. Rather, if schools are to adopt the ‘whole school approach’ referred to in the consultation paper, then it is vital that teaching on PSHE helps positively shape the schools’ ethos  and not just ‘reflect’ it. 

Refuge particularly wishes to highlight to Government the importance of ensuring that schools comply with the Gender Equality Duty, which puts a legal requirement on schools to take active steps to eliminate unlawful sexual discrimination and harassment and to promote equality between men and women. Indeed in Refuge’s response to the Government consultation ‘Together we can end violence against women and girls’ (March 2009) we expressed the view that specific, gendered teaching on domestic violence (as a form of violence against women) is required within PSHE. This is because violence against women is both a cause and a consequence of gender inequality. 
Refuge therefore recommends that the programme of study across key stages 3 and 4 should include, as a key concept: teaching on how all forms of inequality impact personal, social and economic well-being; alongside equipping students with the skills necessary to recognise and challenge inequality and its manifestations.
 

Clearly good quality teaching in PSHE education also relies on well trained teachers who have the confidence and knowledge to tackle ‘sensitive’ issues. As such, Refuge agrees with the recommendation that all Initial Teacher Training (ITT) courses should include some focus on PSHE education. We also believe that training on PSHE should form part of teacher’s Continuing Professional Development (CPD) and welcome the recommendation that CPD should also be available for support staff. 

Finally, Refuge supports the recommendation that schools are encouraged to identify opportunities where input from external organisations can be provided. As the consultation paper notes, external contributors can familiarise young people with local services and increase their ability and confidence to seek specialist advice when necessary. In addition, such an approach will help schools create environments which promote openness and trust and encourage children to break their silence about issues that are concerning them. 
� See Refuge’s response to: The Independent Review of the Primary Curriculum (April 2008); and The Review of Sex and Relationship Education (May 2008)





� As a domestic violence service provider, Refuge’s work with children and young people challenges all abuse. Work on equality and respect is at the core of our approach. Including consideration of inequality in general, as well as gender inequality in particular, helps to mitigate against the development of backlash reactions from males towards females as a result of such work. At Refuge we explore how power and control is utilised by dominant groups and offer children and young people a range of different ways to understand and connect with inequality and the abuse which can follow
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